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FOR DISEASE SURVEILLANCE

Multi-state EHR-based Network for Disease Surveillance (MENDS) is a distributed 
network that leverages electronic health record (EHR) data to generate timely 
prevalence estimates of chronic disease measures at national and local levels. 

MENDS can be accessed by health departments and other authorized 
users for monitoring trends, informing policies, planning programs, and 

evaluating outcomes to improve the health of the population.

Scalable

Reliable

Accurate

Secure

Compatible

Timely

Record level data remains 
permanently behind data 

owners’ firewall

Data is linked and 
available for near 

real-time surveillance

2 pilot states, 
Washington and 

Maryland

Expandable to 
additional states 

Tested, 
open-source

software

Visual analytics 
through RiskScape

Compatible with 
existing surveillance 

HIPAA and 42 CFR 
compliant

Public Health Clinician Groups HIE/HIN
(data aggregators)

Focus of Pilot: Cardiovascular Health

Network 
Governance

The “Improving Chronic Disease Surveillance and Management Through the Use of Electronic Health Records/Health 
Information Systems” project is supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $2,500,000 with 100 
percent funded by CDC/HHS. Disclaimer: The contents are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official views of, nor an endorsement, by CDC/HHS, or the U.S. Government.


