
1 

Summit to Advance Healthy Communities 
Reflecting, Sharing, and Planning for the Future 

August 29 – 30, 2023 
Westin San Diego Gaslamp Quarter 

San Diego, California  

Meeting Purpose: 
The Summit to Advance Healthy Communities (Summit) will convene NACDD-funded Building Resilient 
Inclusive Communities (BRIC) and State Partnerships Improving Nutrition and Equity (SPINE) states and 
other subject matter experts to share lessons learned and plan for program sustainability.  

Participants will: 
• Share successes and lessons learned over the course of program implementation
• Learn about new topics that are relevant and complementary to the work of BRIC and SPINE
• Network with peer states and other subject matter experts in attendance
• Identify strategies to support and sustain BRIC and/or SPINE work

AGENDA 

Day 1: Tuesday, August 29, 2023 

8:00 – 9:00 am Check In/Registration – Outside of San Diego Ballroom 
Coffee and Networking 

9:00 – 9:30 am Welcome – San Diego Ballroom 
John Robitscher 
Chief Executive Officer, National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD) 

Terry O’Toole 
Chief, Program Development and Evaluation Branch (PDEB), Division of Nutrition, Physical 
Activity, and Obesity (DNPAO), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

Jennie Hefelfinger 
Vice President, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 

9:30 – 10:30 am State Introduction Presentations 

10:30 – 12:00 pm Interactive Session 1: Coalition and Partnership Building to Sustain Policy, 
Systems, and Environmental (PSE) Change Strategies 
Presentation 
John W. Patton 
Vice President, Center for Partnerships & Innovation, NACDD 

Fireside Chat Participants 
Joann Donnelly – Facilitator 
Public Health Consultant, BRIC Program, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, 
NACDD 
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Lori Phillips 
Director, Division of Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity, South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental Control 
 

Janee Moore 
Public Health and Food Access Consultant, Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services 
 

Ashlyn Dyess 
BRIC Program Manager, Well-Ahead Louisiana 
 

Tish Singletary 
Branch Head, Division of Public Health, Community and Clinical Connections for Prevention 
and Health, North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 

 
12:00 – 1:15 pm Lunch – Garden Terrace 

Provided 
1:15 – 3:10 pm Interactive Session 2: Collaborating with Other Health Programs to Sustain PSE 

Change Strategies 
 

Presentation 
Liz Ruth 
Vice President, Center for Health Policy, NACDD 
 

Panel Participants 
Charita James – Facilitator 
Public Health Consultant, SPINE Program, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, 
NACDD 
 

Margaret Chaykin 
BRIC Grant/Project Manager, Washington State Department of Health 
 

Kina White 
Office Director and BRIC Principal Investigator, Mississippi State Department of Health 
 

Colin Wills 
Public Health Nutrition Coordinator, Hawaii State Department of Health  
 

Rapid Round Sessions 
 

Table  Topic 
1 Q&A with Hawaii about their collaboration with the Special 

Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC) 

2 Q&A with Washington State about integrating social determinants of 
health (SDOH) into their Arthritis efforts 

3 Q&A with Mississippi about their collaboration with Aging and 
Dementia-Friendly Communities 

4 Promoting PSE change strategies among military populations 
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5 Partnering with State Education Agencies to enhance children’s physical 
and mental well-being 

6 Leveraging evidence-based physical activity programs to support PSE 
change strategies 

7 Leveraging Public Health AmeriCorps volunteers to sustain your work 
8 Leveraging Active People, Healthy NationSM to promote built 

environment and community design PSE change strategies 
9 Leveraging diabetes prevention programs to complement and be a 

value add to your work 
10 Integrating resilience and mental health into public health practice 
11 Leveraging worksite wellness initiatives to improve employee and 

population health 
12 Working with tribal and indigenous communities 

 
Report Out 
Laura Kettel Khan  
Senior Health Scientist, PDEB, DNPAO, CDC 
 

3:10 – 3:25 pm Break 
Community of Practice Preference Survey QR Code: 
Link: 
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/25d04749c2af4dd2b358dbcbcfb7b068 

  
3:25 – 4:50 pm Interactive Session 3: Funding and Policy Ideas to Sustain PSE Strategies  

 

Panel Participants 
Mara Galic – Facilitator 
Senior Program Manager, BRIC Program, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, 
NACDD 
 

James Vance 
Associate Director, West Virginia Division of Health Promotion and Chronic Disease 
 

Janna Simon 
Director, Center for Policy & Partnership Initiatives, Illinois Public Health Institute 
 

Tiffany Bransteitter  
Obesity Prevention & Wellness Section Chief, Pennsylvania Department of Health  
 

Jennifer Chandler 
Policy Specialist, Oregon Health Authority 
 

Shin Lee 
Director of Network Development, Oregon Community Food System Network 
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Rapid Round Sessions 
 

 

Table  Topic 
1 Q&A with Illinois about leveraging BRIC workplans to secure 

transportation implementation funding 
2 Q&A with Pennsylvania about urban agriculture efforts 
3 Q&A with Oregon on integrating PSE change strategies into other 

programs and projects for sustainability 
4 Supporting PSE change strategies through State Health Department 

Workforce Development  
5 Aligning with the National Strategy to Advance Social Connection 
6 Private partners — Public Impact: Broadening Partnerships 
7 Leveraging community development corporations 
8 Identifying policy levers to promote and sustain PSE change work 
9 Navigating health equity in the current climate 

10 Aligning your efforts with the National Strategy on Hunger, Nutrition, 
and Health 

11 Exploring community-clinical linkages to address SDOH 
12 Integrating disability inclusion efforts into PSE change strategies 

  
Report Out 
Laura Kettel Khan  
Senior Health Scientist, PDEB, DNPAO, CDC 

 
4:50 – 5:00 pm Closing and Setting the Stage for Day 2 

 

Marti Macchi 
Chief Program Strategy Officer, NACDD 
 

Jennie Hefelfinger 
Vice President, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 
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Day 2: Tuesday, August 30, 2023 

8:00 – 8:10 am  
 

Welcome & Introduction to Public Health AmeriCorps - San Diego Ballroom 
 

Jennie Hefelfinger 
Vice President, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 
 

• Pascale D. Edouard, Program Manager, Public Health AmeriCorps Program, Center 
for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 

• Cherylee Sherry, Minnesota Public Health AmeriCorps Host Site Supervisor 
• Bilsuma Adema, Minnesota Public Health AmeriCorps Service Member 

8:10 – 8:40 am 
 

Keeping Equity at the Center 
 

Presentation 
Robyn Taylor 
Vice President, Center for Justice in Public Health, NACDD 
 
 

State Highlights 
Miranda Miller-Klugesherz 
Executive Director, Kansas Food Action Network  
 

Diana Parra 
Research Assistant Professor, Washington University in St. Louis  
 

Sandy Sherman 
Nutrition Advisor, The Food Trust, New Jersey 

8:40 – 9:50 am 
 

Telling Your Story: The Art and Science of Dissemination 
 

Vishwarupa Vasani – Facilitator 
Associate Director, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 
 
 

Didactic Panel  
Katie Cacal 
Senior Communications Specialist, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 
 

Leah Rimkus 
Senior Program Evaluator, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 
 

Karma Edwards 
Public Health Consultant, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 
 
 

State Highlights 
Chelsea Laguerre 
Regional Community Engagement Coordinator, New Hampshire Hunger Solutions 
 
 

Kelly Kavanaugh 
Built Environment & Physical Activity Coordinator, North Carolina Division of Public Health 
 

Janna Simon 
Director, Center for Policy & Partnership Initiatives, Illinois Public Health Institute 
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Kina White 
Office Director and BRIC Principal Investigator, Mississippi State Department of Health 
 

9:50 – 10:20 am State Team Huddles with Optional NACDD Sounding Boards 
 

Viswarupa Vasani – Facilitator 
Associate Director, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 
 

10:20 – 10:25 am Transition to Breakout Rooms 

10:25 – 11:15 am Sustainability Plan Peer Feedback Sessions – Harbor & Coronado Rooms 
 

Coronado Room: Groups 1-3  
Harbor Room: Groups 4-6 

11:15 – 11:20 am  Transition Back to San Diego Ballroom  

11:20 – 11:35 am Sustainability Plan Report Out 
 

Vishwarupa Vasani – Facilitator 
Associate Director, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 

11:35 – 11:50 am Gratitude Reflection 
 

• Charita James, Public Health Consultant, SPINE Program, Center for Advancing 
Healthy Communities, NACDD 

• Mara Galic, Senior Program Manager, BRIC Program, Center for Advancing Healthy 
Communities, NACDD 

• Joann Donnelly, Public Health Consultant, BRIC Program, Center for Advancing 
Healthy Communities, NACDD 

11:50 – 12:00 pm Closing and Next Steps 
 

Jennie Hefelfinger 
Vice President, Center for Advancing Healthy Communities, NACDD 
 

1:15 – 2:15 pm Optional TA Sessions – San Diego Ballroom 
Sign up form is at the registration desk outside San Diego Ballroom 

4:45 – 6:45 pm Optional Group Activity: San Diego Harbor Tour ($35 Self-Pay) 
Meet in Hotel Lobby 
Learn more and book your tickets for the August 30th 5:30 – 6:30 pm tour at 
https://www.flagshipsd.com/cruises/san-diego-harbor-tour  

 
 

Meeting Evaluation QR Code: 
Link: https://nacdd.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0CK0LoZyPE7SURg?Q_CHL=qr 

 

https://www.flagshipsd.com/cruises/san-diego-harbor-tour

