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BRIC Bulletin | March 2023 
 

Welcome to the BRIC Bulletin! 
 

The purpose of this monthly communication is to provide BRIC States with updates on the BRIC program related to 
grants administration, evaluation, technical assistance and training, resources, and other relevant information. 
Please note all links, dates, and resources can be found on the BRIC States Webpage 

https://chronicdisease.org/bric-states. For questions, contact BRICinfo@chronicdisease.org.  

 

Quick Reference - Summary of Important Dates/Reminders 
 
Required Technical Assistance Events and Important Dates/Information: 

• April 11: BRIC All States Quarterly Call, States Sharing: Mississippi, New York, Texas 

• April 14: Quarter 1 Progress Report Due for Jan 1 – Mar 31 Reporting Period 

• April 30: Quarter 1 Invoice Due for Jan 1 – Mar 31 Reporting Period 

• March 29 BRIC Webinar Recording Integrating Social Connectedness into Nutrition and 

Physical Activity Strategies across the Lifespan.  

 
Grant Administration/Budget 

• No Update. 
 

 Evaluation Update  

Evaluation and Reporting 

• Thanks to everyone for entering your Year 3 SAPs into the Smartsheet project management hub. 

Please reach out to Leah with any questions, lrimkus@chronicdisease.org. 

 

BRIC STATE Shout-Outs 

BRIC Mississippi 
The BRIC MS partnered with Brown University’s School of Public Health, led by Dr. Kali Thomas research 
team and TRIO Community Meals (the equivalent of Meals on Wheels) over the last two years to 
support their social connectedness strategy. Mississippi’s social connectedness strategy, focuses on 
older adults who are isolated or at risk for isolation, is integrating social connectedness into existing 
meal delivery to older adults. In partnership with Brown University, a video and supporting material was 
developed for meal delivery drivers that centers on the concept that their work is More Than a Meal®, 
explains the concern about loneliness and social isolation among older adults and empowers meal 
delivery drivers that they can make a difference. To support the development of the video 
script/storyboard and other resources, the research team conducted focus groups and interviews with 
subject matter experts providing valuable insight into personal experiences regarding social interaction 

https://chronicdisease.org/bric-states
mailto:BRICinfo@chronicdisease.org
https://chronicdisease.org/bric-states/training-and-technical-assistance/
mailto:lrimkus@chronicdisease.org
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with homebound older adults and the daily role of meal-delivery drivers. BRIC MS’ next step is to train 
25 TRIO Community Meals drivers using video and other tools including simple ways to interact with 
older adults that can make all the difference and reminding them that “What you do matters”.  A 
pre/post evaluation is also planned. In terms of sustainability, MSDH will work with TRIO Community 
Meals to make this training part of the organizational onboarding policy and procedures for future 
volunteers and meal delivery drivers. 
Video: Social Isolation Among Older Adults    
Article in Brown Public Health Magazine documenting the process - Learn by Doing: Reducing Social 
Isolation  (one of the graduate students, Kristen Smith, BS, that worked on the project is from 
Mississippi). 
Contact Jesseca Chatham or Dr. Kina White to learn more. 

 
Optional BRIC T/TA Opportunities 

 

• April 26 Peer Exchange (Optional): Topic: Relationships, Partnerships and Coalitions: The Heart of 

the Matter REGISTER 

• April 12 SPINE Special Training and Learning Opportunity: Food Justice and Food Sovereignty. 

REGISTER 

• NACDD’s Learning and Discussion Series on the National Strategy on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health 
kicked off on March 30th.  Monthly sessions from April-October 2023 will be held covering each Pillar 
as well as state and local success story sharing. Participants will engage in an interactive discussion 
about their current activities that align with the National Strategy and areas where they need 
support. The sessions are intended for public health practitioners at the state, territorial, and local 
level, and other agencies engaged in nutrition, food and nutrition security, and/or physical activity 
efforts. Register for upcoming sessions. Learn more about NACDD in Action in support of the White 
House National Strategy. 

 
Select Funding Opportunities and New Resources related to BRIC Strategies 

Funding Opportunities 
• Healthy Eating Research launched its 2023 Call for Proposals focused on research that advances 

health equity and sheds light on the drivers of inequities related to nutritional disparities, dietary 

quality and patterns, and food security. Short concept paper due April 5, 2023. Learn more. 

• The GusNIP Nutrition Incentive Program to support and evaluate projects intended to increase the 

purchase of fruits and vegetables by providing incentives at the point of purchase among income 

eligible consumers participating in the USDA Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.  Apply by 

May 4. APPLY 

• The GusNIP – Produce Prescription Program, demonstrates and evaluates the impact of projects on 

(1) the improvement of dietary health through increased consumption of fruits and vegetables; (2) 

the reduction of individual and household food insecurity; and (3) the reduction in healthcare use 

and associated costs.  Apply by May 16. APPLY 

• The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) opened the portal for local 

governments to request technical assistance for its Thriving Communities technical assistance 

program. This funding will help local governments who have received federal transportation funding 

ensure housing needs are considered as part of their larger infrastructure investment plans, with a 

focus on disadvantaged communities. Units of Local Government can request technical assistance 

using this form. If you applied to USDOT’s Thriving Communities program and have a strong 

interest in addressing housing issues in your community, you are encouraged to also apply to 

HUD’s Thriving Communities program. Requests will be reviewed as they are received on a rolling 

basis, with review beginning on March 15, 2023. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.brown.edu%2Fsocial-isolation%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKina.White%40msdh.ms.gov%7C10b8819f23064447d5d008db18ec2901%7C559042dc8bf04d869fc0fbf4c7503c79%7C0%7C0%7C638131174795137266%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ObawFMhKd0mPRTQS%2BIzbzEoiRliNN266TUAuBt6Y%2BI8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrownpublichealthmagazine.org%2F2023%2F02%2Fsocial-isolation%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKina.White%40msdh.ms.gov%7C10b8819f23064447d5d008db18ec2901%7C559042dc8bf04d869fc0fbf4c7503c79%7C0%7C0%7C638131174795293456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JzoWQrd3neFvIp4E4jCP%2FaMEvtSgAQ9UjLOQq9oaOHw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbrownpublichealthmagazine.org%2F2023%2F02%2Fsocial-isolation%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKina.White%40msdh.ms.gov%7C10b8819f23064447d5d008db18ec2901%7C559042dc8bf04d869fc0fbf4c7503c79%7C0%7C0%7C638131174795293456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JzoWQrd3neFvIp4E4jCP%2FaMEvtSgAQ9UjLOQq9oaOHw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jesseca.chatman@msdh.ms.gov
mailto:kina.white@msdh.ms.gov
https://chronicdisease.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkfuqgpzIpGNflcDlkKBrAvnS3TWKQuTWv
https://chronicdisease.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwufumqpz8iGNZmt3oHttv2bHo8A7rth0N3#/registration
https://chronicdisease.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMvfuugqjIoG9bI5UqisIxnrjxfTpe9ZCHv#/registration
https://chronicdisease.org/white-house-national-strategy-on-hunger-nutrition-and-health-nacdd-in-action/
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2023/healthy-eating-research.html
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/FY23-GusNIP-RFA-508.pdf
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/FY23-GusNIP-PPR-RFA-508.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDYuNzI4MTA3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5odWRleGNoYW5nZS5pbmZvL3Byb2dyYW1zL3RjdGEvIn0.aMOB_cOJlmYCe6caxjv0f_gPGjG2JlkzqYQZ6OEEyJo%2Fs%2F2575557892%2Fbr%2F155648497859-l&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.emanuele%40dot.gov%7Cf19fd1114c1446b2768c08db202438af%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638139112158153099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oj2QscC5mIHFx6c9pokdag2bDOIgpHHr4VJbrXuEcGk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDYuNzI4MTA3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5odWRleGNoYW5nZS5pbmZvL3Byb2dyYW1zL3RjdGEvIn0.aMOB_cOJlmYCe6caxjv0f_gPGjG2JlkzqYQZ6OEEyJo%2Fs%2F2575557892%2Fbr%2F155648497859-l&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.emanuele%40dot.gov%7Cf19fd1114c1446b2768c08db202438af%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638139112158153099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oj2QscC5mIHFx6c9pokdag2bDOIgpHHr4VJbrXuEcGk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDYuNzI4MTA3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Zvcm1zLm9mZmljZS5jb20vZy9xcGZFM0ZLakJVIn0.E6X45nqzz5-qt0r5vqlwUMVFePRCQWVzvOKwUe0bB-k%2Fs%2F2575557892%2Fbr%2F155648497859-l&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.emanuele%40dot.gov%7Cf19fd1114c1446b2768c08db202438af%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638139112158153099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2slakJfMegNaQ26SEoLbH24eZ5D4Cgfvx5kqq6Qz2sc%3D&reserved=0
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• The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is offering $100 million in environmental justice funding 

through two new grant programs.  

o $70 million is available through the Environmental Justice Government-to-Government 

Program, which provides funding to support government activities that lead to measurable 

environmental or public health impacts in communities disproportionately burdened by 

environmental harms. Eligible entities include partnerships between a state, Tribe, or local 

government and a community-based nonprofit organization; and U.S. Territories, Freely 

Associated States, and tribal governments in remote areas. View past webinar recordings 

and materials. Apply by April 14, 2023. 

o $30 million is available through the Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving 

Cooperative Agreement Program, which provides financial assistance to eligible 

organizations working to address local environmental or public health issues in their 

communities. The program assists recipients in building collaborative partnerships with 

other stakeholders to develop solutions to environmental or public health issue(s) at the 

community level. Eligible entities include community-based nonprofit organizations and 

partnerships of community-based nonprofit organizations. View past webinar recordings 

and materials. Apply by April 14, 2023. 

Webinars and Meetings 
• Food Policy Councils as Key Players in Building Food System Resilience, April 11, 12:00 pm ET 

REGISTER 

• Collective Impact Forum’s annual and virtual Collective Impact Action Summit 2023, Coming 

Together to Work Together. April 25-27, 2023 REGISTER 

Sustainability 
• From the Tamarack Institute, 10: A Guide for Building a Sustainable and Resilient Collaboration. The 

guide features 10 stories, 10 resources, and 10 sustainability factors to consider ensuring our work 

and impact will last. 

Health Equity 
• From Equitable Cities, Arrested Mobility, Barrier to Walking, Biking, and E-Scooter Use in Black 

Communities in the United States March 2023. 

• Collective Impact Forum’s Racial Equity Toolkit.  

 
Food and Nutrition Security 
• March 2023 SPINE Peer Exchange: Incorporating Food Systems Work into State Partnerships 

Improving Nutrition & Equity  This session focused on the role that local food policy councils and 
sound procurement policies can play in building strong food systems in addition to why centering 
community-driven solutions and partnerships are the key to success. 
Recording (Passcode: c^B7Ej2n) | SLIDES | FOOD SYSTEM JAMBOARD RESULTS 

• The Food Policy Networks guide on starting a food policy council, From Partnerships to Policy: 
Promising Practices for New Food Policy Councils.  
 

Safe Physical Activity Access 
• Newly published research offers 141 strategies to mitigate or prevent displacement of people in the 

context of designing communities for physical activity. Healthy Community Design, Anti-
displacement, and Equity Strategies in the USA: A Scoping Review.   

• The Intersections Initiative is a partnership between America Walks, the League of American 

Bicyclists, and Safe Routes Partnerships to help communities learn about the new federal programs 

for walking and biking infrastructure, upcoming opportunities and the initial steps communities can 

take to prepare to apply for funding.  RECORDING from March 9th webinar and additional details.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDYuNzI4MTA3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lcGEuZ292L2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWxqdXN0aWNlL2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWwtanVzdGljZS1nb3Zlcm5tZW50LWdvdmVybm1lbnQtcHJvZ3JhbSJ9.3KTdumKezwJ_IMrI4rF3JeMSzi2PgdpyuinDzybOyD4%2Fs%2F2575557892%2Fbr%2F155648497859-l&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.emanuele%40dot.gov%7Cf19fd1114c1446b2768c08db202438af%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638139112158153099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mha8pzFKCS9RAIZ0UR7%2FIMe2FTr3MhSbP2bWIC7MUtM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDYuNzI4MTA3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lcGEuZ292L2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWxqdXN0aWNlL2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWwtanVzdGljZS1nb3Zlcm5tZW50LWdvdmVybm1lbnQtcHJvZ3JhbSJ9.3KTdumKezwJ_IMrI4rF3JeMSzi2PgdpyuinDzybOyD4%2Fs%2F2575557892%2Fbr%2F155648497859-l&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.emanuele%40dot.gov%7Cf19fd1114c1446b2768c08db202438af%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638139112158153099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mha8pzFKCS9RAIZ0UR7%2FIMe2FTr3MhSbP2bWIC7MUtM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-government-government-program
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-government-government-program
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDYuNzI4MTA3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lcGEuZ292L2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWxqdXN0aWNlL2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWwtanVzdGljZS1jb2xsYWJvcmF0aXZlLXByb2JsZW0tc29sdmluZy1jb29wZXJhdGl2ZS1hZ3JlZW1lbnQtNSJ9.OM8auWJ8Wr8YOnLBb13efJjiSV4k8OBOVfrILpa5iaE%2Fs%2F2575557892%2Fbr%2F155648497859-l&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.emanuele%40dot.gov%7Cf19fd1114c1446b2768c08db202438af%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638139112158153099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gt%2FrE8%2Fnrh0u%2FnJpzu4IdACc3PvEzghTIXYwKRy9D3A%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDYuNzI4MTA3MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lcGEuZ292L2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWxqdXN0aWNlL2Vudmlyb25tZW50YWwtanVzdGljZS1jb2xsYWJvcmF0aXZlLXByb2JsZW0tc29sdmluZy1jb29wZXJhdGl2ZS1hZ3JlZW1lbnQtNSJ9.OM8auWJ8Wr8YOnLBb13efJjiSV4k8OBOVfrILpa5iaE%2Fs%2F2575557892%2Fbr%2F155648497859-l&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.emanuele%40dot.gov%7Cf19fd1114c1446b2768c08db202438af%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638139112158153099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gt%2FrE8%2Fnrh0u%2FnJpzu4IdACc3PvEzghTIXYwKRy9D3A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-collaborative-problem-solving-cooperative-agreement-5
https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-collaborative-problem-solving-cooperative-agreement-5
https://jh.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvd-mpqTkoGNSN-5QW4l7QMN1LHTePCWWh
https://collectiveimpactforum.swoogo.com/cias2023/2840296?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Collective%20Impact%20Action%20Summit&utm_campaign=20221208CIASRegistration
https://www.tamarackcommunity.ca/hubfs/10-A-Guide-for-Building-a-Sustainable-and-Resilient-Collaboration.pdf?hsCtaTracking=f45cbd8c-cc3f-4c0e-b98d-5c362c0c4e41%7Ca9a947cf-ce41-4ba0-b000-7cda44166f06
https://arrestedmobility.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Arrested-Mobility-Report_web.pdf
https://arrestedmobility.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Arrested-Mobility-Report_web.pdf
https://collectiveimpactforum.org/resource/racial-equity-toolkit/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Access%20Toolkit&utm_campaign=20230213RacialEquityToolkit
https://chronicdisease.zoom.us/rec/share/34hd85UuaMUVFlzARZIC3KnUTFkm81SbaqTLPlXIgE5qg_5OX90uJTcm4xg__wOf.ny9OOn0FWvaO7FY4?startTime=1678300849000
https://chronicdisease.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/March-2023-Peer-Exchange-Slides.pdf
https://chronicdisease.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Food-System-Components-and-Food-and-Nutrition-Insecurity.pdf
https://www.foodpolicynetworks.org/food-policy-resources/?resource=1471
https://www.foodpolicynetworks.org/food-policy-resources/?resource=1471
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11524-022-00698-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11524-022-00698-4
https://americawalks.org/the-intersections-initiative-federal-funding/
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Social Connectedness 
• The Foundation for Social Connection recently released their 2023-24 national legislative policy 

agenda. (Note: There is a comprehensive document. There may be some activities/strategies/ideas 

that could be included in your SHIP or State Plan on Aging, or support state level coalition/task force 

work on a smaller scale.)  

 

Questions? Have a resource or story to share? Contact BRICinfo@chronicdisease.org. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cb224c5aadd34703fcd10b6/t/6413485f3bb42218550b9c1e/1678985312042/CESIL+2023-2024+Priorities_Final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cb224c5aadd34703fcd10b6/t/6413485f3bb42218550b9c1e/1678985312042/CESIL+2023-2024+Priorities_Final.pdf
mailto:BRICinfo@chronicdisease.org

