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Tiffany M. Young, MSW, MPH
Chief Executive Officer
Epic Health Solutions

Tiffany Young is a public health professional
with nearly 15 years of experience working on
population health, chronic disease
prevention and control, and health equity.
With Master’s degrees in Public Health and
Social Work and sub-specializations in
Maternal Child Health and Global Health, Ms.
Young’s public health career has focused on
advancing equity in communities of color,
both domestically and internationally. In

2018, Ms. Young co-founded and is now the Chief Executive Officer of Epic Health
Solutions, a consulting firm focused on Social Justice, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
(DEI) within organizations and systems. Through this work, she has supported state
health departments, philanthropic organizations, and national membership
associations in their efforts to integrate equity concepts into their internal
organizational culture and their outward-facing programs, policies, and practices.
She is a social reformer and compassionate crusader for justice, whose mission is to
elevate equity and promote health for all people, and she is known for her
thought-provoking insights into the social issues that adversely impact the health of
racial and ethnic minorities throughout the United States and beyond. She has a
profound ability to captivate and connect audiences in efforts to bridge the racial
and wealth gaps that have both defined and divided our nation.  She works tirelessly
to engage, educate, and empower this generation to incite the kind of social change
that lifts equity and upholds social justice in all ways. Tiffany lives in Savannah,
Georgia with her husband, four sons, and 11-year-old malti-poo named Riesling.
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Mark Macauda, PhD, MPH
Research Assistant Professor, Center for Applied
Research and Evaluation, Arnold, School of
Public Health (CARE), Department of Health
Promotion, Education, and Behavior, Arnold
School of Public Health, University of South
Carolina

Dr. Macauda is a Medical Anthropologist who
works with the Core for Applied Research and
Evaluation. He primarily works with state
agencies and community organizations,
assessing the implementation and impact of
public health programs. Dr. Macauda has
expertise in qualitative and quantitative research
methods in applied research settings; as well as
a background in adolescent reproductive health
and vector-borne disease prevention.

Mandi Pratt-Chapman, MA, PhD,
Hon-OPN-CG
Associate Professor, Department of Medicine,
School of Medicine & Health Sciences
Associate Professor, Department of Prevention
& Community Health, Milken Institute School of
Public Health
Associate Director, Community Outreach &
Engagement, GW Cancer Center

Mandi Pratt-Chapman, PhD is Associate
Professor of Medicine for the GW School of
Medicine and Health Sciences, Associate
Professor of Prevention and Community Health

for the GW Milken Institute School of Public Health, and Associate Center Director,
Patient-Centered Initiatives and Health Equity for the GW Cancer Center. Her
personal mission is to make evidence-based health care and disease prevention
strategies available to more people as quickly as possible. Her research focuses on
patient navigation, cancer survivorship, evidence-based cancer control, and health
equity for intersectional lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and intersex
(LGBTQI) communities.
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Melissa Buffalo, MS (Meskwaki &
Dakota)
Chief Executive Officer
American Indian Cancer Foundation

Melissa Buffalo, MS, Chief Executive Officer - Ms.
Buffalo is an enrolled member of the Meskwaki
Nation in Iowa, and Dakota from the Crow Creek
and Lower Brule Sioux Tribes. She received her
undergraduate degree in child psychology from
the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities and
earned an MS in Human Development from South
Dakota State University. Melissa has over 15 years
of experience working in the public health sector
in a variety of different roles, she brings a wealth of
knowledge to AICAF. As the CEO, Melissa is
committed to working with and for tribal

communities, both urban and rural, supporting our Indigenous people with
opportunities to heal; emotionally, historically, spiritually, and physically from the
burdens of cancer.

Rev. Tammie Denyse
Co-founder & President of Carrie's TOUCH and
Co-Principal Investigator for Project SOAR

Rev. Tammie Denyse has been navigating trauma
personally and professionally for more than 40
years. She uses intersections of faith, education,
and her life experiences to create a
a heart-centered approach to healing and
wellness.

Rev. Tammie is co-founder and president of
Carrie's TOUCH, a 501(c)3 nonprofit breast cancer
organization. Carrie’s TOUCH was established to
enrich the lives of Black women diagnosed with
the disease. As a 17-year breast cancer survivor,
she has spent the past 15 years serving cancer

patients and their families through the trauma of a cancer diagnosis, treatment,
and
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re-entry after treatment.

Rev. Tammie’s contribution to breast cancer has been recognized globally. She is an
expert in the field of breast cancer and Black women and is the Co-Principal
Investigator for Project SOAR (Speaking Our African American Realities) in
collaboration with the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). Project SOAR
examines the unique experiences of African American women who are diagnosed
with breast cancer.

Rev. Tammie is an innovator and has created and implemented numerous
awareness, education, and support programs such as the Peer Navigator Programs
at the University of California Davis Cancer Center, Carrie’s TOUCH Breast Cancer, a
cutting edge Exposed™ awareness and educational calendar project, H.O.P.E.
(Helping Others through Personal Experience) Peer/Nurse Navigator program in
Ghana, West Africa, and Survive and Thrive, a first of its kind Breast
Cancer App to name a few.

Rev. Tammie is a published author: The Unmet Needs of African American Women
with Breast Cancer, The Meaning of Survivorship as Defined by African American
Breast Cancer Survivors, and The Power of Hope: Reclaiming Life After Tragedy.

Rev. Tammie earned her degree in Human and Community Services from St.
Mary’s College, Moraga, CA, and a Master of Divinity and Master in Community
Leadership from the Berkeley School of Theology, Berkeley, CA. She is an
Indianapolis native and currently resides in Sacramento, CA. Rev. Tammie is an
ordained minister, nonprofit executive, coach, TEDx, and international speaker,
and bestselling author. She is the mother of three adult children and the
grandmother of two.

4


