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Call for Applications:  

Advancing  Pharmacy-Related Interventions to Control 
Hypertension and Manage Cholesterol 

January 2020– July 2020 
Proposals Due January 17, 2020 

 
The National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD), in coordination 
with CDC’s Division for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention, is pleased to 
announce an opportunity for selected teams to participate in a learning program 
designed to accelerate team-based care by applying the Identify-Assess-Act 
Framework. This framework aims to identify and engage with payers, pharmacies, 
and/or the community to increase pharmacy-based interventions for hypertension 
control and cholesterol management.  To the extent possible, the work from this 
project will help inform pharmacy-related work in Years 2 through 5 of DP18-1817 
(1817).  
 
The intent for this unique learning opportunity is to support the priorities of 1817 
by focusing on innovative team-based approaches to hypertension control and 
cholesterol management. These approaches include medication therapy 
management, the appointment-based model, and other tools and resources to 
increase medication adherence. 
 
There are two 1817 Category B Strategies that are relevant to this work: 
 
B.3 Explore and test innovative ways to engage non-physician team members 
(e.g., nurses, nurse practitioners, pharmacists, nutritionists, physical therapists, 
social workers) in hypertension and cholesterol management in clinical settings 
 
B.4 Promote the adoption of medication therapy management (MTM) between 
community pharmacists and physicians for the purpose of managing high blood 
pressure, high blood cholesterol, and lifestyle modification 
 
The purpose of this project is to disseminate a methodology for using data to 1) 
identify patients who are non-adherent to blood pressure and cholesterol 
medications; 2) assess the characteristics of populations and patient access to 
community-based, payer-based, prescriber-based and pharmacy-based 
interventions that improve blood pressure control and cholesterol management; 
and 3) prepare 1817 recipients for taking action to increase patient access to 
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those interventions. To this end, NACDD and CDC will facilitate a learning 
collaborative for up to eight teams comprised of one 1817 recipient staff and one 
pharmacy partner. Through this learning collaborative, these teams will acquire 
the information needed to effectively engage with payers, pharmacy managers, 
and prescribers around hypertension and cholesterol control interventions.  
 
The objectives of this Learning Collaborative are to: 

1. Provide methods and resources for public health practitioners to engage 
pharmacy partners; 

2. Use the Identify-Assess-Act Framework for developing targeted evidence-
based interventions at the community, payer, prescriber and/or pharmacy 
point of service that leads to improved blood pressure and cholesterol 
medication adherence among priority populations; 

3. Identify the data sources and types of data that will be most convincing to 
the community, payer, prescriber and/or pharmacy point of contact.  

4. Prepare teams to serve as experts within their state/ jurisdiction to engage 
the community, payers, prescribers and/or pharmacists in 
opportunities/strategies for increased hypertension and cholesterol control;  

5. Approach pharmacy partners to seek support for sustainable pharmacy 
practice models; and 

6. Enable teams to be champions and resources in their regions for 
implementing and supporting increased blood pressure and cholesterol 
medication adherence. 

 
The expectations for participating teams include: 
Participating teams will engage in three virtual meetings through July 2020 where 
progress and challenges will be discussed. Additionally, teams will receive 
guidance from NACDD and CDC. As part of the learning collaborative, teams will 
attend a 1 ½ -day multi-state workshop in May, 2020 where they will hear from 
national experts; acquire the information needed to host information sessions and 
meetings with pharmacy partners; and share progress with each other.  
 
Participants will be expected to: 
• Identify a pharmacy partner in their state/jurisdiction willing to attend calls and 

the in-person workshop;  
• Develop a project plan and timeline for disseminating and supporting state/ 

jurisdiction and pharmacy partners to implement the Identify-Assess-Act 
Framework, including identifying data sources and analyses that will assist with 
partner engagement; 

• Participate in three virtual meetings with NACDD and CDC and other 
participating teams to present project plan and timeline, obtain technical 
assistance, share progress, data reports and/or presentations used to engage 
pharmacy partners, report successes and challenges, share lessons learned; 

• Attend a 1 ½ -day workshop in May, 2020; 
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• Collaborate with a pharmacy partner to facilitate opportunities in the state/ 
jurisdiction where the Identify-Assess-Act Framework can be applied to address 
the problems and solutions for hypertension control and cholesterol 
management. These opportunities could be implemented in a variety of ways 
(participants’ intended approach should be detailed in their response) including 
the following: 

o educational session during or as an addendum to a state pharmacy 
association annual meeting; 

o meeting with one or more key payers regarding coverage associated with 
reimbursement for medication therapy management and/or the 
appointment-based model; 

o implementation of a robust and actionable collaborative practice 
agreement between an independent pharmacy and primary care 
physician group; or 

o partnership with a local school of pharmacy to provide education and to 
disseminate information on medication therapy management and/or 
reimbursement;  

• Participate, either virtually or in-person, in a CDC Fireside Chat in September 
2020 to share results and lessons learned throughout and following the 
implementation period. 

 
The desired outcome of this initiative is to realize increased engagement of 
pharmacy organizations with health departments in the control of hypertension 
and cholesterol management (objective 1). In addition, teams will use the 
Identify-Assess-Act Framework to influence the adoption of evidence-based 
pharmacy practices for the management of hypertension and cholesterol 
(objective 2), and use data to identify target populations and key partnerships 
(objective 3). Teams will also develop skills needed to support their efforts in 
hosting in-state opportunities for pharmacy partners to learn how to use the 
Identify-Assess-Act Framework for managing hypertension and cholesterol such 
that the process progresses towards becoming a standard of care (objective 4). In 
addition, teams will seek to make these changes sustainable (objective 5), and 
serve as regional resources on the implementation of evidence-based pharmacy 
interventions to increase medication adherence (objective 6). Project outcomes 
are as follows: 

1. Provide methods and resources to public health practitioners to engage 
pharmacy partners. 

2. Use the Identify-Assess-Act Framework for influencing the adoption of 
evidence-based interventions at the community, payer, prescriber and/or 
pharmacy point of service that leads to improved medication adherence 
among priority populations. 

3. Identify data sources and types of data that will be most convincing to the 
selected pharmacy audience. 
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4. Prepare selected teams to serve as facilitators within their state/ jurisdiction 
to educate the community, payers, prescribers and/or pharmacists about the 
need and opportunities for increased hypertension control and cholesterol 
management.  

5. Approach pharmacy partners to seek support for sustainable pharmacy 
practice models.  

6. Enable teams to be champions and resources in their local regions on 
implementing and supporting increased blood pressure and cholesterol 
medication adherence. 

 
Eligible applicants are 1817 recipients. Applicants must coordinate a team led by 
the state or local health department, comprised of one 1817 staff person and one 
pharmacy partner. The health department team member should be someone who 
is working on 1817 pharmacy-related strategies; this could be a programmatic 
staff person, epidemiologist, or evaluator. The pharmacy partner may represent 
pharmacist associations, pharmacy champions, schools of pharmacy, or other 
groups that can serve as leaders in mobilizing key partners on pharmacy-related 
interventions.  
 
Funding 
No funding is provided directly to awardees for this opportunity. NACDD and CDC 
will coordinate all calls and technical assistance, providing teams with access to 
experts and resources needed to accomplish desired outcomes of the learning 
collaborative. NACDD will also reimburse travel expenses for the two team 
members to attend the in-person workshop. 
 
Timeline 
Task Date 
Call for solicitation announced  December 12, 2019 

Informational Q&A session  December 19, 2019 at 2pm EST 

Proposals due January 17, 2020 

Applicants announced Week of January 21, 2020 
Introductory kick-off call with 
selected applicants February 4, 2020 at 2pm EST  

In-person workshop in Atlanta, GA May 2020 (Date TBD) 

Online meetings  March, May, July 2020 

Fireside chat September 2020 (Date TBD) 
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Required Proposal Content and Selection Criteria 
Proposals should not exceed 2 pages in length, excluding letters of support and 
cover letter. Proposals must be 12 point font, single spaced, and with 1” page 
margins. The proposal should be organized using headings consistent with the 
bolded sections below. 
 
Required Sections: Cover Letter(s), Support of Key Partners, Proposed Approach, 
Prior Experience, Organization Capacity, Evaluation Plan.  
 
A. Cover Letter (5 points): A cover Letter from the State Chronic Disease 

Director or similar position at the local level is required and must include the 
name of the lead programmatic contact person. 

 
B. Support of Key Stakeholders (5 points): Please provide a letter of support 

from key partner(s) such as payers, the state pharmacy association, school of 
pharmacy, professional medical societies, and/or providers / provider groups. 
The letter(s) should clearly state the entities’ support and ability to attend the 
in-person meeting. At a minimum, the applicant must identify the pharmacy 
partner who will be attending the in-person meeting and provide name and 
contact information. 

 
C. Proposed Approach (20 points): Provide a brief outline of the approach and 

strategy to accomplish the requested project activities. Include intended 
activities, timeline, milestones and the target population to achieve the 
deliverables and meet the expectations noted above. The state should indicate 
possible data sources that could be used in the “identify” phase to identify the 
proportion of a population that is non-adherent to hypertension or cholesterol 
medications and would be the target of an intervention with pharmacy partners. 
This can be provided in a format of your choice, including, but not limited to 
bullets, narrative, tables, etc.   

 
D. Prior Experience and Performance (10 points): Describe prior experience 

and quality of performance on recent work focused on team-based care 
approaches to hypertension and cholesterol identification and control. Include 
information about capacity to engage pharmacy partners and other partners 
such as medical societies and/or payers.  

 
E. Evaluation Plan (20 points): Please answer yes/no if have you been able to 

report on related performance 1817 measures for CDC (B.3a, B.3b, B.4a, B.4b, 
B.4c)? If no, briefly address how you plan to provide this information and if you 
would be willing to work with CDC/NACDD on an evaluation plan.  
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Submission Information 
The deadline for the application is January 17, 2020. Please send applications to 
healthsystems@chronicdisease.org. Incomplete applications or applications 
received after the deadline will not be considered. A Question and Answer session 
will be held on Dec 19, 2019 at 2:00 pm EST. It will be recorded and posted to 
this website. Please register at 
https://chronicdisease.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wHxwCdScSh6apHgsOODC0Q  
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