Glossary of Terms- Meeting 2 of the AAG

Mandate:  To make actions, policies, practices, etc. required.  Organizations or individuals that violate mandates can be subject to penalizing enforcement strategies.  

Executive Order: An order issued by the President of the United States or another part of the Executive Branch of the US Government enforceable by law. 

Law: Written rule(s) prescribed by the authority of a state or nation that prescribes or prohibits action(s).  

State Rule: Prescriptions of order written by state agencies to support state laws that generally affect entities outside the state agency that writes them.  

Ordinance: A public law, rule, regulation or other such written order of conduct. 

Policy: A prescriptive set of criterion outlined to facilitate sound decision making.  May be individually, organizationally, programmatically, etc. oriented. 

Position Statement: A written declaration describing one side of a debatable point. 

Glossary of terms added by Myra Segal, Cutting Edge Consulting Services 

Sources: Webster’s Dictionary http://www.dictionary.net
Jurisdiction:  The authority to govern or legislate; the right of making or enforcing laws; the power or right of exercising authority. The sphere of authority; the limits within which any particular power may be exercised, or within which a government or a court has authority. .  In its most general sense, is the power to make, declare, or apply the law.

FOOD STAMPS IS A FEDERAL PROGRAM THAT IS ADMINISTERED LOCALLY.  THE POLICY IS UNDER FEDERAL JURISDICTION.  A LOCAL GOVERNMENT CANNOT CHANGE THE LAW OR POLICY OF HOW FOOD STAMPS ARE CALCULATED.

Legislation:  Preparation and enactment of laws; the laws enacted. Before an item of legislation becomes law it may be known as a bill to be discussed and voted on in a legislative body.  The bill is typically known as "legislation" while it remains under active consideration. Legislation can have many purposes: to regulate, to authorize, to provide (funds), to sanction, to grant, to declare or to restrict.

[legislative power to establish policy]

Statute: An act of the legislature of a state or country, declaring, commanding, or prohibiting something; a positive law; the written will of the legislature expressed with all the requisite forms of legislation.  

Statute is enforceable law.
FOOD STAMPS IS ENACTED THROUGH A NUMBER OF STATUTES OF A HISTORY FROM 1939 TO PRESENT.  PRESIDENT JOHNSON INSTRUCTED THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE TO DRAFT A PERMANENT LAW, INTRODUCED AND PASSED BY CONGRESS IN 1964. THIS STATUTE HAS BEEN AMENDED NUMEROUS TIMES. 


 [executive power to interpret and implement law and policy]

Regulation:  Administrative interpretation of statute to provide more guidance to the responsible parties to implement the law.  Administrative rules and regulations become codified by the agencies who are responsible to implement them, generally after a period of public comment. 

(source: Myra)

A rule or order prescribed for management or government; prescription; a regulating principle; a governing direction; precept; law; as, the regulations of a society or a school.

Source: Webster’s Dictionary and http://www.dictionary.net
A NUMBER OF REGULATIONS AND RULES ARE CODIFIED AND ENFORCEABLE IN THE COURTS THROUGH THE CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS (CFR).  FOOD STAMPS IS IN 7 CFR PARTS 272, 273, 274, AND 277 AS IMPLEMENTED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE.

Agency-based programs: can also be developed to implement the intent of law and to pursue articulated policy goals and objectives.  These may be carried out by federal, state or local agencies with or without the backing of legislation or ruling.

THE NM HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT IS EXPLORING WAYS TO COORDINATE NUTRITION EDUCATION PROGRAMS AS FUNDED BY THE STATE. 

[judicial power to interpret and influence policy]

Judicial: Pertaining or appropriate to courts of justice, or to a judge; practiced or conformed to in the administration of justice; sanctioned or ordered by a court; as, judicial power; judicial proceedings; Belonging to the judiciary, as distinguished from legislative, administrative, or executive.

In practice, many policies have been influenced by court cases that made determinations about how policies should be carried out and which person must be protected from harm.

MANY CHANGES TO THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM ARE A RESULT OF LAWSUITS FILED ON BEHALF OF PEOPLE. ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS FOOD AND RESOURCE ACTION CENTER (FRAC) ARE WATCHDOGS WHO ACTIVELY MAINTAIN ACCESS TO FOOD STAMPS FOR PROTECTED POPULATIONS.  
