State Arthritis Coalition Meeting and Arthritis Awareness Month

Try to schedule your meetings so that at least one meeting of your state arthritis coalition coincides with arthritis awareness month.  Plan to have your state arthritis coalition meet during arthritis awareness month (May of each year) and build in opportunities to leverage this for increasing awareness of, and attendance at, your program.  Try to identify potential legislative champions of your arthritis program.

Possible activities include:

· invite policymakers/legislators to your coalition meeting

· send press release to local media (broadcast and print) and prep your coalition chair(s) to be available for a few questions

· plan the meeting as an educational meeting/conference so that you have opportunities to frame the meeting in a light that the media will notice.  Consider opportunities for collaborating with other chronic disease programs (e.g. osteoporosis) to increase awareness, attendance and interest

· invite keynote speakers who will draw attendees

· integrate awareness activity or meetings with legislators at the capitol (if possible)

