
INTRODUCTION IMPACT

OUTLOOK

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Health and the Environment – Tracking in Action

During 2017, NACDD provided training and 
technical assistance to the CDC’s National Center 
for Environmental Health, Division of Environmental 
Hazards and Health Effects. The training and 
technical assistance was intended for state Chronic 
Disease Directors, epidemiologists, practitioners, 
and new audiences to help increase awareness and 
understanding of the role of air quality in asthma 
and other chronic diseases, and to promote 
collaboration across categorical chronic disease 
prevention and health promotion programs in 
states and territories.

More than 6,000 practitioners were reached through various 
activities such as the Environmental Public Health Tracking 
Virtual Conference, which called for abstracts.  During the 
virtual event, NACDD collaborated with other national public 
health partners such as:

• The National Environmental Health Association 

• The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 

• The National Association of County and City Heath 
Officials 

• The Public Health Accreditation Board

• The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency also participated 
by creating several recorded sessions for the virtual 
conference. Five state health department 
practitioners were featured in the poster session.  

• Approximately 400 practitioners attended the 2017 virtual 
conference event. Figure 1 shows the level of participation 
across states. Figure 2 shows participation across regions. 

Chronic disease practitioners have been very responsive to NACDD’s 
efforts to raise awareness about the Tracking Network, and they have 
shown great interest in these collaborative efforts. During project 
implementation and review, it was noted that additional interaction and 
collaboration with non-funded partners could be beneficial. By building 
sustainable partnerships, the program’s impact and reach will increase.  
The Tracking in Action project has continued to build upon the 
previous years’ work, strengthening partnerships, and promoting the 
Tracking Network and its value to states and local communities.

• Conduct a virtual conference in collaboration with CDC 
and other public health organizations to highlight cross 
linkages between chronic disease prevention/control and 
environmental health public health tracking discoveries in 
addition to increasing awareness about the role of air 
quality, asthma, and other chronic diseases. 

• Continue and maintain the newly established Community 
of Practice/Forum focused on health and the environment.

• Continue the Tracking Champions Workgroup consisting of 
un-funded national organizations. 

• Pilot a new Health and the Environment Fellowship 
Program to enhance the relationship among tracking 
program partners.  
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